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Inland bathing water designation fund for 

local community groups [2026]  

Application Guidance  

Purpose of the fund 

In 2024 alone, sewage discharged into the UK’s rivers and seas at least 994,499 
times. That’s one every 30 seconds.  

Nearly all (around 89%) of the UK’s sewer overflows discharge directly into inland 
waterways. Yet only 15 rivers have a designated bathing water on them. That means 
only a few hundred metres of these rivers are monitored for bacteria harmful to 
human health. 

 
Communities can change this. 
 
Securing bathing water designation is an incredibly powerful opportunity to improve 
the accountability of polluters, drive the demand for improved monitoring and call for 
better legislation. Bathing water designation also provides vital information to water 
users on the state of their well-loved waterway. 

 
Surfers Against Sewage can support your campaign. 
 

“Healthy freshwater environments are critical for both people and wildlife. We need 
to protect and restore freshwater habitats from threats such as over abstraction 
and pollution.” Esmée Fairbairn Foundation 

 
At Surfers Against Sewage (SAS), we are supporting communities across the UK 
with advice and guidance in applying for bathing water designation. With support 
from the Esmée Fairbairn Foundation we are also now able to provide community 
groups with the financial support they need to tackle the steps involved in navigating 
the Bathing Water designation application process. As this Esmée Fairbairn funding 
focuses on supporting communities at freshwater waterways this funding is only 
available if you are applying for bathing status at inland locations. This includes 
rivers, lakes and lochs.  
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About the fund 

Who can apply 

It is very important that you read our Protecting Wild Waters toolkit before you start 
your application for funding.  
 
All applications for funding will need to be in-keeping with the aims and purpose of 
this fund. 
 
We will prioritise applications from inland, non-coastal locations with communities 
and people most affected by poor water quality. You must be a group set up 
exclusively in the UK. We welcome applications from England & Wales, Scotland or 
Northern Ireland. 
 
We will expect you to be a group registered as working with SAS to achieve inland 
Designated Bathing Water status and to have attended at least one of our monthly 
webinars. You will be considered as a registered group with SAS if you are in regular 
contact with us on your application, attend monthly webinars and receive regular 
SAS communications related to bathing water designation.  
 
This fund is to support groups set up with a specific purpose that may otherwise find 
it difficult to get funding. We want to encourage locally lead volunteer action, so we 
prioritise small community groups that do not have charitable status and/or a bank 
account.  

If you are registered as not-for-profit company or set up as a CIC you may still be 
eligible to apply. We will not fund organisations with significant financial reserves 
and/or an annual income in excess of £100,000.  

If you are a Town or Parish Council please contact wildwaters@sas.org.uk to 
discuss your application.  

 

Costs we can fund 

Grants are intended to support specific project costs only if they relate to delivering 
the community activation activities and application process outlined in our 
Protecting Wild Waters toolkit.  

The funds you apply for must be spent by 31 December 2026. 
 
We are interested in any ideas that you have for activities that will help you succeed 
(and so are the other community groups navigating this process). Some examples of 
costs we will consider include:  

https://protectingwildwaters.org.uk/the-toolkit/
mailto:wildwaters@sas.org.uk
https://protectingwildwaters.org.uk/the-toolkit/


  
  

Inland Bathing Water Designation Fund – Application Guidance 3 

• Venue hire to help bring your local community together and the essential tea, 
coffee and biscuits to thank them for being there. 

• Website costs including hosting, domain names and subscriptions to a 
template website design platform e.g. Wix, Squarespace, Wordpress. 

• Creating design assets and photography for social media and campaign 
information. To help, we have predesigned templates available in our toolkit. 

• Printing flyers and posters. 

 

If you have already paid for costs like these and have evidence of this, i.e. receipts 
and proof of payment leaving your bank account, we can pay for these 
retrospectively but only if the payment is in the last 6 months. Buying in specific 
skills to source design expertise and web development is supported, however the 
more these skills can be donated through volunteer time the further the fund can go 
in terms of supporting other activities and more groups.  

 

We also encourage longer term, strategic thinking so if you are planning to keep your 
community involved beyond going for Bathing Water designation then please tell us 
how.  
 

GUIDE: We have a budget template to help anticipate your costs. 

Costs we cannot fund 

 

• Paying group members or other volunteers for their time  
• Two groups working in the same location to apply for bathing status 

• Activities that do not further the aims and purpose of this fund 
• Citizen Science or water quality costs that are not directly related to a bathing 

water application  

• Alcohol 

• Costs that have been made more than 6 months ago 

• Costs made after X 31 December 2026. 
 

Minimum and maximum amounts we fund 

Over 2026 we have an estimated total of £10,000 to support local communities to 
achieve inland Bathing Water Designation.  

Minimum funding award you can apply for: £100 
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Maximum funding award you can apply for: £500 

 

We are looking to fund 100% of the costs you apply for where they fit with the 
purpose of this fund. If we receive more applications that request more funding than 
we have available we may decide to award you less than your requested amount so 
we can support more communities.  
 

If you are applying for a single cost in excess of £500 we will ask you to provide 2 
comparative quotes with your application.  

Claiming your grant 

If you are a small group without a bank account: 

It is important that you are never out of pocket, so we will pay for all your invoices 
directly and will provide, if needed, a small cash advance to cover any costs that you 
have identified as not being suitable to be paid by invoice.  

GUIDE: We have templates to help set your budget, organise yourselves as a group 
and to help ensure that you keep track of how funding is spent:   

• Bathing water application timeline and potential associated costs 
• Constitution guidance 

• Income/expenditure template  

If you are a charity or non-profit making CIC  

We will ask you to provide details of your organisations bank account and award the 
funding to you directly in advance.  

To enable an advance payment we will need to check that you have good 
governance in place so we will ask for a copy of your governing document, latest set 
of accounts, recent bank statement, confirm who your Trustees are and 
Management Committee members if you have one and, if you are a CIC we may seek 
references with your approval.  
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Apply 

Applications open on 25 March 2026 and will close on 22 April 2026. 

1) Read our Protecting Wild Waters toolkit before you start your application for 
funding.  

2) Read the Fund Application Guidance (this document). 
3) Complete the Application Form and provide supporting documents where 

requested.  
4) Submit application form by 22 April 2026 

 

What happens next 

Send us your application 

We'll get back to you with a decision by 1 May 2026.  

During this time, we will assess your application. We will be looking to ensure that 
the grants awarded represent the most relevant and effective use of the fund with a 
focus on addressing a representative distribution of funds across the UK and the 
communities within them. The panel will also carefully consider and mitigate against 
any perceived risks. 

If your application is successful 

We will send you an email with the good news and arrange to have a follow up call to 
make sure you have all the information, guidance, and tools you need to get started.  

If your application is unsuccessful you will be given feedback as to why. If the 
feedback is that you’re eligible but need to review your application, you will be 
welcome to apply to future funding rounds.  

If we do not distribute all funding available in 2026 during this first round of 
applications we will hold a second round of applications in the following few 
months.  

You can start spending the funding on your project 

You should spend the funding the way you said you would in your application.  

We will ask you to record your spending (we will help with this) and check in from 
time to time to see how things are going.  

If you request a cash advance we will ask you to keep copies of the receipts to show 
where you spent these funds and record the spend in the budget tracker to then 
share with us at the end of the year. 

https://protectingwildwaters.org.uk/the-toolkit/
https://form.jotform.com/260813131030035
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Share your story 

Let people know about your grant and what you are doing for the community. 
Sharing news about your activities with your community is a great way to raise 
awareness and get them involved. 

Be representative 

Think about the characteristics in your community that make where you live unique. 
Now consider how to make your activities open to and inclusive of the people who 
share these characteristics and are an important part of your local identity.  

Monitor your progress 

To help tell the story of the challenges and successes of water quality and ending 
sewage pollution we will ask you, at the end of the year, to create a Case Study that 
shares what you have learned from going through the process of applying for 
designated bathing water status, where you got to with the process, how people in 
your community responded throughout, what has been important to them and what, 
if anything, has changed for you as individuals, as a group and as a community as a 
result. 


